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POLITIOAL. ered £ 
he Koh-i-Ndér (Lahore), of the 6th February, referring _ 450 @ 
New Ministry. to the change of British Ministry, a 
gives the names of the new Minis- e 
ters, and observes that some of the well-known Liberal ae 
leaders, such as Lord Hartington and Lord Derby, are con- oo 
spicuous by their absence. This shows that Liberal leaders — 
are divided on the Irish question, and hence it is generally ~ = 


thought that Mr. Gladstone’s Government will not last long. oe 
The thing is that Irish Members are the masters of the situ- ae 
ation, and no Government will exist long until the Irish pro- ea 
blem is solved to their satisfaction. The Koh is glad that eg 
Lord Ripon has obtained a place in the new Ministry, but it 
would have been doubly glad if his Lordship had been mado 


Secretary of State for India. It is not known why aretired 
Viceroy has never been appointed Secretary of State. 


The Asdd (Lucknow), of the 2nd Fe » says - 
at the vigorous renewal of 
listurbances in the Soudan, the Mihx 
seem to be still alive. 


: Ant at 
se a 
a an ie 
VY a Shia 
“i 


wit! ' gh ie 
oh 


dead it does not matter much. The'w 
of the British Government is: 


British troops from Suakim is: now im 
should be made to the Porte to restore order by force of arms. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.. 
The Bhdrat Jiwan (Benares), of the lst: Pe 
that the introduction of the income-tax 
was a foregone sion, and. that 

consequently any comments are useless. However, the: Jiwan 
cannot refrain from making some observations: and proposals. 
The Viceroy attempted to throw dust into the eyes: of: the: 
public when His Excellency declared in the Legisiative 
Council that. the: dissatisfaction originally created. by the 
license-tax had disappeared and that the tax. was: now’ paid 
cheerfully by the public. District officers know very” well 
with what difficulty the tax is realized. Many: 
the Government demand by borrowing. The 

generally over-assessed, but it may be: hoped. that. Govern- 
.ment will make better arrangements for the assessment: of 
the income-tax. As regards the levy of the tax. om houses: 
occupied by owners themselves, it should be 

the annual values of houses differ in the different parte of the 
same town. Hence special care should be tuken in assessing 
the tax on such houses. In conclnsion, the Jivan: 

the income-tax should be levied only so long as the 


pressure lasts, but should not be made a 
of revenue, 


The Shafig-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 6th Febre 


The same. 


Ineome-tax. 


Council on the 29th Jenaene, ‘Semel ments. | 
by the Select Committee in favour of Europeans. — 
ed by the Council, but the alterations pro 
Piari Mohan Mukarji were not approved. 
arguments urged by the Babu against fixing 


as - 2 a 


"the 


minimum taxable income at the low figure of Rs. 500, the ae 
Shafig will give another strong reason. Natives, whose 

income is oply Rs. 60 a year, marry ; but Englishmen at | 
home, whose income is below Rs. 1,500, which is the mini- 2 
mum taxable income there, do not do so. Hence it should oe 
be observed that natives, who enjoy an annual income of : 
Rs. 500, are sure to have at least one wife and four or five 2 
children each. In conclusion, the Shaftg observes that Lord a 
Dufferin’s Government did not give the public sufficient ae 
time to discuss the measure, and this is a cause of great a 
complaint both with Europeans and natives. His Lordship =~ 
has committed a great mistake in creating such widespread 
discontent for the sake of merely 70 lakhs of rupees. 


The Najmu-l- Akhbdr (Et4wah), of the 4ch February, says 
ie -_ that the 29th of January, on which 
: the Income Tax B 
law by the Viceroy’s Legislative Council in utter 
public opinion, will long be memo | the history of 23 
British India. Copies:of Bills with which the community at os 
large are not much concerned are almost always supplied to — 
the Native Press for free discussion, but no such publicity was Ras a 
given to the Bill in question, although it will touch the purses es 
both of the official and non-official classes. _ Again, there was. 
nothing to justify the inordinate haste with which themea- ###=— 
sure was hurried through the Council. Another most objection- = 
able feature of the income-tax business is that no attention 
was paid to the reasonable amendments recommended by the a 
two Native Members. They prope that all incomes upto 2 
Rs. 1,000 a year and houses oceupied by the owners them- ss 
selves should be exempted from the tax, and that I e Act ae | 
should at first be allowed to have effect only for one - year. 3 
But none of these pro ‘was ac x 
in order to bring ander ¢l 
a large number of 
exempted in the Bill, 
was aiso reduced to: 


275 


wee’ 


pablic opinion at naught and passed the Bill; although Euro- 
“ peans and natives, officials and non-officiale, were equally 
oe opposed to it. His will islaw. Mubammadans have good 
: reason to be thankful to his Lordship for one thing : English 
historians find fault with old Mahammadan kings for their 
despotic rule, but his conduct shows that there is no want of 
such rulers even at the present time. 


The Subodh Sindhu (Khandwa), of the 3rd February, 
ate regrets to say that, although public 
oa ee opinion was strongly opposed to the 
ee Income Tax Bill being hurried through the Council, the 
Government of India has already passed the measure into 
Be. law. The public would do better to forward memorials to 
the Secretary of State protesting against the introduction 
of the tax. At least incomes up to Rs. 100 a month should 
be exempted, and the impost should not be a permanent 
‘ addition to the burdens of the people. Moreover, when Gov- 

erument servants employed in Native States have been made 
liable to the tax, it should be also imposed on retired English 
= officers who are enjoying their pensions in ease and comfort 
2 at home. , , 


The Koh-i-Ndr (Lahore), of the 2nd February, says that 
the Income Tax Bill has been 
™ It is general complaint that Lor 
of Dufferin has acted with undue haste, as Lord Lytton did i in 
passing the Press Act. Public meetings were to be 
Calcutta, Lahore, and other places to criticise the measu 

E but the Government of India has anticipated them. Even 


the sensible suggestions made by the Hon’ble Babu Peari 
Mohan Makarji were not accepted. 


The same. 


x 4 


* 


ny The Raftu-l- Akhbdr (Benares), of the 1st Feb1 
o oe that the Financial 

3 same. he : 
iceroy are determined 
Income Tax Bill, and that, therefore, all remons' 


- < a 


be unsuccessful. The tax will press heavily on the p 


but they have the satisfaction that Anglo-Indians, who 
hitherto been exempt from. taxation, will share in their i: 
grievances. Two or three letters are now to be found in the 
Pioneer every day in condemnation of the tax. Some native ne 
newspapers recommend the imposition of a tax on prostitutes ae 
and an enhancement of the duty on liquor. The proposal is a aa 
good one, but itis not likely to commend itself to the approval a. 
of Government. However, Municipal Boards should endea- oe 
vour to introduce it within municipal limits. | 


n hey 


The Nastm-i- Agra, of the 7th February, referring to the 
income-tax, ironically observes that 
certainly Government cannot do with- 
out increased taxation when 
new kingdom, held a grand spectacle at Delhi for the display : ae 
of its military strength, and profusely feeds.the Afghéns in a: 
order to make them strong enough for defending the North- oS 
West Frontier. Hindds already voluntarily fast, or rather 
starve, two days in the month, and Musalméns one month in a 
the year. There will be no harm if the former starve two 
days more in the month and the latter one month more in the 
year. However, there is one thing which the Nasim would | 
impress on Government : : district officers generally vie with 
each other in increasing the revenue in order to win the goode 
will of the higher authorities, and therefore such taxesare 8 
assessed with severity. Moreover, official underlings avail 5 


themselves of the occasion to extort from the eee 
a variety of ways. Hence it is necessary to take precautions S 


with a view to prevent over-assessments. : | ee 4 


The Aftdb-i-Hind (Azamgarh), 
The sana: the income-tax 


The same. 


state of abject pove: 
Now that Rossia has 
Government _ 


; 
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The Bahdr-i-Hind (Agra), of the 6th. February, in 9 


Suggested introduction communicated article, argues that 
of a marriage-tax. Government had better introduce a 
marriage-tax. It is well known that Hindas are accustomed 
to spend a great deal of money on occasions of marriages in 
their families, and all private attempts at checking the evil 
custom have proved almost useless. But the imposition of a 
tax would bring in a large revenue and also tend to induce 
natives to be less extravagant. 


The Panjab Punch (Lahore’, of the 3rd February, com- 
plains that the curriculum for the 
Munshi, the Munshi Alim, and other 
examinations held by the Partiab-. University in Oriental lan- 


guages has been lately so greatly increased that it is almost 
impossible for candidates to learn it. If it is desired to 
deprive the University of its Oriental character, such examina- 
tions had better be put a stop to altogether. The rules. for 
the Pleadership Examination have been also made stricter. 
Hitherto candidates who held the Entrance Examination 
certificate were eligible for admission to the Examination ina 
question, but now the F. A. examination certificate has been 
made a sine gud non. Sixty-three candidates competed for 
the late Examination, but only eleven were passed. It is be- 
lieved that some of the unsuccessful candidates failed to obtain 
the marks required for passing only by one or two marks. 


The Oudh Akhbédr (Lucknow’, of the 4th February, is of 
Civil Service Examina. Pinion that the standard of age for 
tion. the Civil Service Examination should 
be raised, and that the examination should be held i in this 
country. 


Panjéb University. 


A correspondent of the A/téb-i-Panjéb (Lahore), of the 
Office establishment of 1st February, regrets to say at. 


Munsifs, Panjab. the Panj&b only two. clerks are. at- 
tached to a Munsif’s Court, and that they are very poorly paid. 
Even the Reader is allowed only Rs. 20a month. Int 


N orth- Western Provinces the Monsifs have got a much larger 
and better-paid office establishment. _ sit he 


The Oudh Akhbdr (Lucknow), of the 8rd February, 
points out the necessity for the sup- 
ply of female medical aid to native 
women, suggests that Municipal and Local Boards should 
be asked to promote the objects of Lady Dufferin’s Fund, 
and calls upon the nobility and gentry to contribute to the 
Fund to the best of their ability. | 
The Nasim-i-Hind (Fatehpur), of the 2nd rope f 
Need for the establish. Urges that a Subordinate Judge’s 


ment of s Subordinate Court and a District and Sessions 
st onl, Bordone Tilers Judge’s Conrt should be established at 
Comte Fatehpur, and observes that the cost 
of the Courts would be more than recouped by an increase 
in the income from Court-fee. At present the Civil and 
Criminal Courts in Fatehpur are subordinate to the Di 


and Sessions Judge of Cawnpore, who is overworked. : 


The Ajtdb-i- Panjdb (Lahore), of the 3rd February, praises 
Me. Oclitebina® ake Mr. Coldstream, C.8., Deputy Come 
Deputy Commissioner of missioner of Gurdaspur, for his jus- 
saat. _ flee, ability, and courtesy, and quotes 
an instance with a view to show his kind-heartedness, A 
chaprasi attached to a Munsif’s Court was reported for 
dismissal for overstaying his leave without permission. Bu 
Mr. Coldstream replied that it was sim ply impossible 
in these hard times, when employment was 80 scarce, 
chaprasi would overstay his leave without sendi. 
cation ; that a careful serra should be. made. 
for his application, and 
to report men for Pei ti in. 
Mr. Coldstream. It would be | 
all European officers were 80 8 


The Nydya Sudhd ( 


Lady Dufferin’s Fund, 


ial measures should be taken fort rpose, 

and experienced District Superintendent of Police should be 
obtained from the Bombay Presidency and appointed to the 
duty. He should be given a strong body of mounted police, 
which should be placed at several points poshiceeme en the 
area which is usually the scene of the freebooter’s depreda- 
tions, Moreover, all the police force told off for the duty 
should be allowed increased pay, and the villagers living in the 
neighbourhood should be taken in confidence and exempted 
from the operation of the Arms Act. As soon as a dacvity 
occurs, the different police detachments, coramunicating with 
each other by telegraph, should surround the robbers and 
hunt them down like keasts. of prey. If some such scheme 
were adopted, Tantia would be captured erelong. —-- 


The Almora Akhbdr, of the 1st February, complains that 


Se ae educated native youths greatly suffer 
from want of employment, and con- 

sequently urges that industrial schools should be established 
and examinations for recruiting the different branches of the 
public service, which are at present held in England, should 
he also held in this country. The Akhbdr also advises natives 


not to depend on Government for everything, but to endeavour 
to improve themselves their condition. 


The Prayég Samdchdr (Allahabad), of the 8rd Febra- 

Hindi and the Pleader- TY, praises Sir Comer Pe eram, Chief 
ship Examination. Justice of the Allahabad 
for his justice and ability, and recommends to him 
duction of Hindi in the Pleadership Examination. 
Munsifs, and Subordinate Judges are generally not ac 
with Hindi, and therefore, when any Hindi documents are 
filed in civil suits, Munsifs and Subordinate Judges have to 
search for Hindi-knowing men in order to find out their con- 
tents. The officers in question do not also -p 


stand those suitors and witnesses who speak pure. | 
Hence Pleaders, ‘amc e 


- 


A correspondent of the Mulla Dopiaza 
Alleged delay in the dis- Ist February, ‘complains ha the 
prongs th 2 SE: fw ‘natives employed in 
employés. Press at Lahore have not yet receiv: 
their pay for December last, and asks the Panj&b Govern- 
ment to call for an explanation. of this from’ thé Superinte d. 
ent of the Press. 


The same paper, in a communicated article, says: that 

Superintendent of the lately, when one Sher Singh, & press= 
Secretariat Press, Lahore. man: employed in the ahore Sect 
tariat Press, went to Simla on leave, his: enemies told the 
Superintendent of the Press that he had gone there with a 
view to secretly obtain a copy of the ques 
Assistant Commissioners’ Examination which - 
printed at the time, The Superintendent readily believed: 
the story and at once hada warrant issued for his*a 
The man was arrested and put. on his trial. No pai 
spared by the Superintendent to secure a conviction, but in 
vain. Witnesses for the prosecution, even though the 
been well tutored, broke down, and the accused was 
The Superintendent. should not have instituted the prosecu: 
tion without satisfying himself that the charge was wel 
founded. It is to be regretted that such a man has been 
placed in charge of the Press, It is almost edle: 
that the Panjéb Government should not 
reported by him, without m 
the matter. 


Stoppage of the 
tion of Revenue-Agente. 


of the law in the country is desirable. Ef 
dates who were unsuccessful at the late exami: ati 
not be given another chance, The Local Government should 


7 


reconsider the subject and continue the examinati: 


The Rozdnah (Lucknow), of the 8th Feb 
Sale of adulterated medi- of the sale of adultera 
cines. by attars or native dr 
Government to see to this. 


LEGISLATION. 


The Hindustén (Kalakankar), of the 

lishes a Hindi translation of the 
Oudh Rent Bill. 
Legislative Council on the occasion of his in 

Oudh Rent Bill, and observes that hitherto the 

entirely at the mercy of landlords. No cultivator 

tnake improvements in land without the permission of the 
landowner, and he was liable to eviction at : 
year. But the new Bill will put a stop to these evi 

will be allowed to carry out any improvements wi 

hindrance, and will be granted a statutory right 

for seven years. Hence Deputy Commissioner 
Commissioners, and Extra Assistant Commissioners 

faved an infinity of trouble to which they are at 
exposed by the issue of an enormous num 

ejectment every year; and cultivators will 


In short the tenantry will be happy and conten 
should always have some funds to fall back upon in 
of a failure of crops ; otherwise they may forfeit theit 
for default of payment of rent. 
The A’sdd paint) " of the 2nd ve 
The same. 


tive Council, observes. that 
Local Government has adopted 


alukdérs’ Association and m 
in its original memorandum. 
powers of speech and writing of Tudines tenante, 2 
pleaders in- the province will be called into full play. The - 
eyes of all India are turned towards Raja Amir Hasan Khén ph 
to see how he will acquit hi mself in the impending | controw 
versy. lt is desirable that. necessary alterations should be ee 
made in the Oudh tenancy law in a way that no quarrels’. ‘I 
may arise between landowners and cultivators. But if the ee 
Bill is passed in the shape given to it by the Local Govern- BE 
ment, the two classes will be set by the ears, : 


NATIVE STATES. © | oe 


* Z ) Sa 


The Raftg-i- Hind (Lahore), of the. 80th January, gays a 

Sir Lepel Griffin ana thatthechargebroughtby the Pioneer — 

Sadiq Hama. against native papers, to the effect 4 
that they are subsidised by Sadiq Hasan, is false and mali- == - 
cious, and observes that Sir Lepel Griffin’s hostility to, Sadi 
Hasan originated in this way :—Sadiq Hasan had few occa-. a 
sions to come in contact with Sir Lepel, while his enemies pai: 
frequent visits to the latter and poisoned his. heart. against i 
him. Colonel Kincaid, Resident, who was displeased with the os 
Bhopal Darbar ening ta its action in, the. ogee of the late : 
Qudsia Begam, 
ed him from Sadiq Hasan. Sir | erfe 
with the affairs of the State in a highbanted \ wey. He - oe 
asked the Begam to appoint Sultan Dula, who isaninveter- = = 
aie enemy of her husband, to the office of Prime Minister, a 
bat of course she did. not accede t 


a view to annoy her and § 
Sadiq Hasan’s boo 
as an enemy of the Brit 
Mihdi of the Soudan. 
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